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OnJanuary 28, 1982, the Florida Supreme Courtissued
its two-page per curiam opinion approving the Florida
Bar’s certi cation plan permitting lawyers who become
board certi ed to indicate that they are a specialist or an
expertin a certain area of law. This opinion paved the way
for the Florida Bar to implement its board certi cation
plan initially for two specialty areas: tax and civil trial.
Applications were submitted in late 1982, an exam was
given in early 1983 and the rst class of board certi ed
tax and civil trial lawyers were recognized in June 1983.
Since then, the areas of board certi cation specialties
has grown to 26 (ranging from Admiralty to Workers’
Compensation), the most of any other state. The number
of board certi ed tax lawyers changes from year to year
as lawyers become board certi ed and existing lawyers
retire. As of this writing, there are 214 Florida lawyers
who are board certi ed in tax.

Members of the Florida Bar in good standing may
submit an application for board certi cation in tax be
tween June 1t and August 31 * for exams administered
the following March. By the time an application for board
certi cation is led, the applicant must have practiced
law for ve years (four years if awarded an LL.M. in
tax within eight years of application), and in the three
years prior to the application, the applicant must have
substantial involvement
(at least 500 hours an -
nually) in tax law and
earned 90 hours of tax
CLE. The applicant must
have positive remarks
regarding competence,
professionalism and eth -
ics from peers through a
con dential peer review
process, and must take
and pass thetax certica -
tion exam.

The tax certification
exam is six hours long
and divided into a morn -
ing part of three hours
and an afternoon part
of three hours. There is
a mandatory choice of
entity long essay ques -
tion, ten short answer
questions, and one long

essay subspecialty question of the applicant’s choice from
one of eight areas (Federal transfer tax; corporate tax;
international tax; practice and procedure before the IRS
and tax litigation; taxation of quali ed and non-quali ed
deferred compensation; partnership tax, income taxation
of estates and trusts, and Florida state tax). In addition
to the subspeciality areas, the short answer questions
include questions relating to employment tax and tax
exempt organizations. The questions consist of fact pat
terns that a board certi ed tax lawyer would expect to
encounter. Applicants are permitted to hand write their
answers or type their answers on a lap top computer
(which requires software limiting the programs that can
be used during the exam).

Board certi cation is good for ve years. Re-certi ca
tion is required every ve years.

The goal of board certi cation is to provide an objective
measure a potential client can rely upon when selecting
a lawyer. A board certi ed lawyer is included on a list
of all board certi ed lawyers and becomes a part of a
joint network of specialists who frequently refer to other
specialists. Board certi cation can enhance a lawyer’s
stature and can result in lower malpractice insurance
rates.
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The Florida Bar: Tax Section
Budget/Financial Operations

2017 2017 2018
Description Budget Actual Budget
3001-Annual Fees 117,000 119,520 120,000
3002-Affiliate Fees 1,000 800 1,000
Total Fee Revenue 118,000 120,320 121,000
3301-Registration-Live 72,160 180,554 69,000
3331-Registration-Ticket - 11,095 17,400
Total Registration Revenue 72,160 191,649 86,400
3351-Sponsorships 49,744 48,098 46,000
3391 Section Profit Split 63,000 72,450 65,000
3392-Section Differential - 4,444 11,700
Other Event Revenue 112,744 124,992 122,700
3899-Investment Allocation 14,247 39,886 9,505
Non-Operating Income 14,247 39,886 9,505
Total Revenue 317,151 476,847 339,605
4131-Telephone Expense 400 276 400
4133-Internet Service 400 92 3,000
4134-Web Services 12,300 12,540 10,000
4301-Photocopying 225 309 225
4311-Office Supplies 400 57 400
Total Staff & Office Expense 13,725 13,274 14,025
5001-Outside Counsel 25,000 19,490 1,000
5031-A/V Services - 5,963 -
5051-Credit Card Fees 1,630 1,932 1,230
5121-Printing-Outside 14,000 15,746 15,500
Total Contract Services 40,630 43,131 17,730
5501-Employee Travel 4,685 3,595 4,685
5531-Board/Off/Memb Travel 1,500 1,899 2,000
Total Travel 6,185 5,494 6,685
6001-Post 1st Class/Bulk 3,200 4,192 2,050
6311-Mtgs General Meeting 45,000 45,137 35,000
6319-Mtgs Other Functions 19,650 21,654 19,650
6321-Mtgs Meals 69,500 78,569 75,000
6325-Mtgs Hospitality 68,500 63,664 70,000
6331-Mtgs Room Rental - - 6,050
6341-Mtgs Equip Rental 8,200 16,024 11,500
6361-Mtgs Entertainment 15,000 9,616 15,000
6401-Speaker Expense 5,000 1,160 600
6451-Committee Expense 1,000 624 1,800
7001-Grant/Award/Donation 2,000 2,351 2,500
7011-Scholarship/Fellowship 27,500 27,500 27,500
7015-Other Fellowship/New Tax Lawyer Grant 12,500 6,241 -
7999-Other Operating Exp 4,878 3,024 3,100
Total Other Expense 281,928 279,756 269,750
8021-Section Admin Fee 37,810 38,456 35,700
8101-Printing In-House 3,700 2,484 2,950
8121-Graphics & Arts - 797 -
8141-Journal/News Service - 425 -
8171-Course Approval Fee - 150 -
Total Admin & Internal Expense 41,510 42,312 38,650
9692-Transfer Out-Council of Sections 300 300 300
Total InterFund Transfers Out 300 300 300
Total Expense 384,278 384,267 347,140
Beginning Fund Balance 342,229 364,466 383,989
Plus Revenue 317,151 476,847 339,605
Less Expense (384,278) (384,267) (347,140)
Ending Fund Balance 275,102 457,046 376,454

SECTION REIMBURSEMENT POLICIES:

General: All travel and office expense payments are in accordance with Standing Board Policy 5.61.

Travel expenses for other than members of Bar staff may be made if in accordance with SBP

5.61(e)(5)(a)-(i) or 5.61(e)(6) which is available from Bar headquarters upon request.

Page 18



Vol. XXXIV, No.2 Tax Section Bulletin Fall 2017

WIS epy,
oR° A;s%

®

a ¢ PROT,
R %,
2 3
e 3005

o

&
6 pporess®
THE FLORIDA BAR

Florida Bar members
saved an average of
$437 last year

Did you know Florida Bar members get exclusive discounts on FedEx® shipping and business
services? Enroliment is free, and there are no minimum shipping requirements. Sign up and
start saving today.

Up to 26% off FedEx Express® U.S. services
FedEx Express U.S. services offer fast and reliable shipping for urgent same-day or overnight
deliveries, as well as 2- and 3-day time-definite delivery when you have a little more time.

Up to 12% off FedEx Ground® service

FedEx Ground is faster to more locations than UPS Ground. So you can get shipments
delivered sooner, be more competitive, improve customer satisfaction, and save money.
FedEx Ground offers cost-effective, day-definite delivery with transit times supported by a
money-back guarantee.

Up to 20% off FedEx Express
Your Florida Bar Member Discounts™  international services
Reach more than 220 countries and
territories with FedEx Express inter
national services. With a simplified
customs process, reaching the global
marketplace has never been easier.

Up to

26% FedEx Express” U.S. services

Up to FedEx Express
203 international services Enroll today!

Just go to fedex.com/floridabarsavings
Up to o . and enter passcode FLBAR100. Or call
12% FedEx Ground” services 1800.475.6708.
Up to . et o
20% FedEx Office™ services

* Discounts include an additional 5% when shipping labels are created online with FedEx Ship Manager® at fedex.com or with another approved electronic shipping solution.

** FedEx shipping discounts are off standard list rates and cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. Discounts are exclusive of any FedEx surcharges, premiums, minimums, accessorial charges,
or special handling fees. Eligible services and discounts subject to change. For eligible FedEx services and rates, contact your association. See the FedEx Service Guide for terms and conditions of service
offerings and money-back guarantee programs.

-+

Black & white copy discounts are applied to 8-1/2" x 11", 8-1/2" x 14", and 11" x 17" prints and copies on 20-Ib. white bond paper. Color copy discounts are applied to 8-1/2" x 11, 8-1/2" x 14; and 11" x 17"

prints and copies on 28-Ib. laser paper. Discount does not apply to outsourced products or services, office supplies, shipping services, inkjet cartridges, videoconferencing services, equipment rental,
conference-room rental, high-speed wireless access, Sony® PictureStation™ purchases, gift certificates, custom calendars, holiday promotion greeting cards, or postage. This discount cannot be used in
combination with volume pricing, custom-bid orders, sale items, coupons, or other discount offers. Discounts and availability are subject to change. Not valid for services provided at FedEx Office locations in
hotels, convention centers, and other non-retail locations. Products, services, and hours vary by location.

© 2017 FedEx. All rights reserved.
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Tax Section CLEs Available for Purchase

2016 Ullman Year in Review (Course No. 2392)

35th International Tax Conference (Course No. 2331)

2017 Annual Wealth Protection Program (Course No. 2332)

Advanced Income Tax Planning for Family Business: The In’s, Out’s, and All About’s
(Course No. 2329)

The Frances D. Sheehy Memorial Advanced Tax Procedure Seminar
(Course No. 2333)




